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[For the Monitor.] 
TRIUMPH OF TRUTH. 


—-——Deus nobis hec otia fecit, 
Namque erit ille mihi Semper Deus. 

Virg. 
"Tis God to us these blessings gives: 
Our God—as surely as he lives! 


A youne clergyman of the Presbyterian denomination 
having located at the South, where religion had pre- 
viously no temple and few votaries, found it difficult to 
discharge his duties because of the poverty of his hear- 
ers, and the currents of false principle, fashionable au- 
thority, vicious manners, conc ited ignorance, wealthy 
infidelity and habituated irreligion, which he had violently 
to oppose.—His talents—-and talents are the Lanes and Pe- 
nates of Southern idolatry——were, in their own estimation, 
excellent and appropriate to his profession. His person 
and attainments were the objects of their enthusiastick 
admiration. All they—hated, were, his master and his 
message! Once, on a very splendid matrimonial occa- 
sion, he was called to officiate. The company con- 
vened and awaited his arrival. In the mean time the 
conversation turned on the character and doctrine of 
their clergyman. They all said, he wasa good man, a 
smart man, an acquisition to the place—but, his doctrine, 
alas! how strict, haw hard, how mysterious, how in- 
flexible, how almost audaciously defended and applied! 
One of the guests, a flippant and well educated young 
man and a practitioner of law, signalized himself to the 
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high satisfaction of the circle, in his erudite animadyer. 
sions upon the subject: and in fine was deputed to en- 
tertain the presence, after the arrival of the clergyman 
und the performance of the ceremony, witha discussion, 
the object of which would be to refute, especially his 
Calvanistic sentiments. The clergyman arrived—and 
the time for the colloquy. The lawyer (whom we shall 
write L. and the other C.) adduced, very politely and 
tritely, his objections—especially against the doctrine 
of election. C. explained, and showed that it was a 
fact clearly revealed—and yet never in any one’s way 
whose pride and unbelief do not present the primary 
and sole obstructions; that it consists of two grand divi- 
sions, the purpose and the execution—the former, as such, 
having no effect upon us, and the latter coinciding with 
and constituted by our own voluntary moral agency ; 
that it was not the less but the more true,; on account 
of that doctrine, that he that believeth shall be saved 
and he that believeth not shall be damned ;_ that it was 
the glorious encourager of piety, and inimical only to 
its opposite; that the end was not determined any more 
than the means of salvation, and neither the end nor 
the means of this design more than all other events— 
than the means and the end of every other design of 
the universal agent, who made, sustains, and controls the 
sum of things; that we ought to receive it as a fact, 
whether we could master the philosophy of it or not; 
that every way there could be no promises to the im- 
penitent and without it no certificates to the real chris- 
tian; that events in the moral world—for which the 
physical was made and to which it is subservient—must 
then be fortuitous and chance is * over all blessed for- 
ever; with other considerations calculated to convince 
him. The company were all attention, and wished 
their champion to reply. He hesitated, and at last said, 
by way of terminating the friendly disputation, —* Well, 
after all, I am not convinced; and to tell you the truth, 
Rey. Sir, (and it is a solemn fact) if I believed as you 
do, I should necessarily infer the absurdity of deg 
any thing, and should never. make one effort towards 
salvation.” Rejoined C. “ Well, but believing what 
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you do, now many efforts do you make?’ This was an 
udhominem thrust which himself had provoked and for 
which he was not prepared. The company saw his 
discomfiture and sympathized in his defeat—for his own 
conscience told him, as his actions told others, that he 
never made any efforts upon any principle to attain 
eternal life, but was living in those habits of levity and 
dissipation which utterly indisposed him to all religion, 
and periectly disqualified him to judge in * her magni- 
ficent and awful cause.” 

The foregoing is in substance a fact: and as it virtu- 
ally occurs very often, it may be proper to accompany 
its recital with some reflections. 

1. We see that the general haters of the doctrines of 
grace are not constituted sech by regeneration. They 
ordinarily hate or neglect vital piety as cordially as 
they oppose the truth of God. Every man hates the 
gospel by nature, and human enmity never opens its 
eyes to its own existence or the divine testimony. If 
the doctrine of election, were relished and discerned 
by ‘the natural man,” its claims to divinity must be 
surrendered, it could no longer approve itself as one of 
“ithe things of the Spirit of God.” 

2. The objections of enemies in connexion with 
their characters and lives are edifying to the christian—- 
they tend to confirm him in the truth of the gospel. 
What vacuity of evangelical knowledge, what antipa- 
thy to scriptural authority, what insensibility to the 
rights of the Supreme—to his presence—his frown— 
his veracity, characterize all they say and all they think 
in their sincere infatuation! What prayerless lives, 
what irreverent manners, what irresponsible pretensions 
do they evince! How great the moral difference be- 
tween “ him that serveth God and him that serveth 
him not!? How is this difference evoked by doctrine— 
one hates, another loves the testimony of Jehovah! 
The eternal divergency of their respective destinies 
commences in the present world! Hatred of truth is 
the index of perdition; the love of the truth is the 
dawn of blessedness: the former indeed may be super- 
seded by the latter—the latter never will revert into 
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the former. Such is the glorious constitution of God. 
Neither chance, nor fate, nor Satan, participates the 
throne of * the King eternal, immortal, and invisible, 
the only wise God!” 

3. Sinners are insincere in their objections to the 
truth. This is plain from their actions, which are more 
eloquent than their words, and better witnesses in the 
ease }=9 What wicked, inexcusable transgressors are the 
upon their own principles ! They say they have all. 
sufficiency of power, and yet—do nothing! Nothing? 
they do much against Christ and their souls! They 
wish to continue in sin, to be blameless in the sight of 
God, and to hoid their destiny in their own hands. 
Nothing will please them that honours religion,and vin- 
slicates God and depress¢s them as sinners! They hate 
mercy, and demand justice—else why do they com- 
plain? Has God oppressed them? Would they object 
if they loved God? Their enmity, caprice, and pride 
ave the three unfailing springs whence all their objec- 
tions flow! ‘¢ They that forsake the law praise the 
wicked: but such as keep the law contend with them.” 
Lastiy, 

4. ‘lo yield the truth in controversy with God’s ene- 
mies, is to lose every thing and to gain nothing. Those 
who know the value of the divine countenance will not 
tremble for the cause. The majority are on the right 
side—because God and holy angels espouse it ! There is 
therefore no need of surrendering the truth. If we look 
only at the good of the objector, we shal! see that we are 
debtors to him to maintain it Unless error, alienation, 
and the curse are desirable, we must not allow him 
any advantage against the truth that—alone of instru- 
ments—can save him from them. If we regard our 
own interests, our personal dignity, our spiritual peace, 
our presen: usefulness, and ultimate vindication, we 
must adhere to the truth. If we keep it, it will keep 
us. “ I have stuck unto thy testimonies: O Lord, put 
me not to shame. I have chosen the way of truth: 
thy judgments have I laid before me. Remove from 
me the way of lying: and grant me thy law graciously. 
1 will run the way of thy commandments, when thou 
shalt enlarge my heart.” PsciPuLvs, 








All Prayer. 


ALL PRAYER. 
ESSAY....NO. IX. 


Praying always, with all prayer and supplication in the spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication 
for all saints, Pau. 


Tue Apostle of the Gentiles has given us an in- 
teresting description of the Christian’s armour. It is 
both offensive and defensive. He needs such armour in 
his conflict with spiritual enemies, with the rulers of 
the darkness of this world, with spiritual wickedness in 
high places. The Christian needs his loins girded with 
truth, his heart covered with a breast-plate of rights 
eousness, and his feet shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace. He needs the shield of faith, the hels 
met of salvation, and the sword of the spirit, successfully 
to fight the fight of faith. All prayer recommended in 
our motto is that which conjoins and cements together 
the whole of the armour. it is this which gives point 
to the Christian’s sword, and impenetrability to his shield. 
In resuming the series on prayer, itis proposed in con- 
nexion with this passage, which recommends ALL PRAYER, 
to consider some motives to excite to devout and per- 
severing prayer. In doing this we shonld observe, 

First, ‘Chat there isa puryin prayer. Manisa being 
wholy dependant on a higher power. It becomes him 
habitually to feel and acknowledge his dependance. 
But a feeling sense of this is the life and soul of prayer. 
Man is a daily recipient of the divine goodness. ‘The 
favours which descend to him from the Father of lights 
are new every morning and fresh every evening. Eve- 
ry day brings new obligations of gratitude to God. And 
prayer embraces a suitable expression of thankfulness 
tohim. Man is formed with a capacity to discern 
something of the. pertections of that glorious Being 
whom all heaven adore and praise. .This capacity in 
man imposes on him obligations to mingle his praises 
With those in heaven. And praise to Jehovah 1s an in 


separable attendant on a praying temper of heart. 
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Man is a sinner, and as such it is his duty to confess his 
sins to God, with ingenuous shame and with heart-felt 
abhorrence of sin. And confession of sin isa conspicu- 
ous part of the acceptable prayer recorded in Scripture. 

Man is a needy creature. He should feel his neces. 
sities and bear them to that throne of grace from which 
he may be relieved. Man is asocial being. He ought 
therefore to feel for the welfare of others and commend 
them to God. 

Thus the constitution and circumstances of man prove 
it his duty to use att prayer. Holy men of God have 
always viewed prayer a duty. Besides, the authority of 
God has made it man’s duty. 

It is his pleasure that men pray every where, lifting 
up holy hands without wrath or doubting. He has 
commanded us to pray without ceasing, in every thin 
by prayer and supplication, together with thanksgiving, 
to let our requests be made known to God. And in our 
motto we are required to be “ praying always, with all 
prayer and supplication in the spirit, and watching there- 
unto with all perseverence and supplication for all 
saints.” ‘T'he scriptures here cited with a multitude of 
others prove it our duty to be always in a devotional 
frame of mind, and prepared to engage in all the kinds 
of prayer, at their proper seasons. 

SeconpLy. There isa privitece in prayer. How great 
the privilege, that worms of the dust are encouraged to 
commune with the King of kings and Lord of lords! Is 
it a privilege for children to have access to a parent’s 
presence and a parent’s heart? Is it a privilege for 
subjecis to have access to the throne of a gracious earth- 
ly sovereign ; how much greater the privileges of the 
children of God, the subjects of his spiritual kingdom in 
having access to the Father of their spirits, the gracious 
Sovereign of the universe. Is it not a privilege to the 
pious mind to enumerate and dwell in contemplation on 
the perfections of God, the manifestations of his good- 
ness, and his grace? Is it not a privilege for sinners 
who are condemned by a holy law, to have access toa 
mercy seat, where they may seek and obtain the pat- 
don of their sins? Is it not a privilege for the ignorant 
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to have intercourse with Infinite wisdom, with an assu- 
rance that if any lack wisdom and ask it of God, in faith, 
it shall be given them? Is it not an infinite privilege 
for polluted souls to have access through a Mediator to 
the Fountain of all purity ? to be made partakers of his 
holiness? Is it nota privilege for weak and helpless 
worms to repair to God, that the everiasting arms may 
be put under them; that they may have grace to help 
in every time of need? Is it not an invaiuable privi- 
lege for the sons of wretchedness to have access where 
everlasting consolation may be obtained ? 

Yes, my brethren, the privilege of prayer is indes- 
cribably great. ‘The pious soul often feels it to be so. 
He rejoices in the reflection that the God whom he 
worships is every where present, that he may have ac- 
cess to his heavenly Father at home and abroad, in the 
house and by the way. He rejoices that this God is rea- 
dy to hear the cry of the humble, and able to do for 
them even more than they can ask of him. He rejoices 
that in seasons of prosperity he may gratefully make 
mention of the divine goodness; and that in seasons of 
adversity he may pour his sorrows into the bosom of 
his God. He finds it his highest privilege when he has 
nearness of access to the mercy seat. Compared with 
the privilege of communion with the Father, and with 
his Son Jesus Christ all other privileges in time dwin- 
dle to insignificance. Of this privilege none can de- 
prive the Christian. 

Trirpty. There is rrorit in prayer. It has a powerful 
tendency to abstract the mind from worldly thoughts 
and distracting cares; it tends to detach the affections 
from earthly objects and elevate them to things heaven- 
ly and divine. It produces the highest degree of atten- 
tion in the soul which it is capable of giving to religi- 
Ous subjects. It renders the understanding accessible 
to the light of truth. It tends to produce tenderness of 
conscience. It tends to warm and soften our cold and 
obdurate hearts. It secretly bows and conforms the 
will of the creature to the will of the Creator. 

ALL prayer, rightly offered, tends to assimilate the 


soul to the moral likeness of God; to communicate to it 
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the spirit and the temper of Christ. It tends to weaken 
the power of sin in the heart, and eradicate depraved 
propensities. Its influence is powerful in guarding 
against temptations or rendering the soul triumphant 
over them. It can calm the troubled conscience when 
no intercourse with men can do it. It can soothe the 
mind under afflictions and bereavements. Indeed to have 
communion with God in prayer is the best antidote, and 
the only effectual one, against the miseries of human 
life. ‘hough it does not change the purposes of God, 
it makes the soul approve them. ‘Though God remains 
the same, prayer is instrumental of producing great 
changes in the feelings of man. And who can say how 
often the effectual fervent prayers of the righteous are 
really answered in the bestowment of the blessings 
which they implore. Do not the Scriptures authorize 
us to believe that this is frequently the case? The 
prayers of the righteous, by belonging to the Divine 
purposes, may be an indispensable link in that chain of 
mercy and blessings, which descends from the Father of 
lights. ‘They may have an inseparable connexion with 
the bestowment of pardon, sanctification, and eternal 
life on perishing souls. God has assured us that he 
will be inquired of bv the house of Israel, for the be- 
stowment of biessings, which he intended to bestow. 
He puts that honour on the means of grace of his own 
appointment. 

Fourtaty. There isa pLeasure in prayer. ‘The hyp- 
ocrite and the formalist may find no satisfaction in this 
duty. The enthusiast may dream of transports that 
are but visionary. But neither the deadness of the one 
nor the delirium of the other will prove there are 
not sober and sublime pleasures in devotional exercises. 
When the pious mind is in prayer filled with adoring 
views of the Divine perfections, with admiration of the 
wisdom and goodness of God, with scriptural and clear 
views of the universality and equity of Jehovah’s gov- 
ernment; like the disciples on the mount of trans- 
figuration, it feels that it isgood to be there. When the 
soul is deeply humbled for sin, and, from a contempla- 
tion of its own nothingness and vileness, shrinks to its 
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proper place in the dust of self-abasement, it finds a 
tranquillity to which the proud and the self-righteous 
are strangers. ‘The tear of penitence offered on the 
aitar of contrition, is attended with more real enjoyment 
than ever accompanied the pleasures of sin. 

When in prayer, the enumeration of mercies inflames 
the heart with gratitude to God, it is accompanied with 
exalted and refined pleasures. When before the altar, 
ithe believing soul has confessed his guilt, as over the 
head of Lim who bears away all the sins of his people, 
the hope of pardoning mercy gives peace to the trou- 
bled conscience. There a hope of acceptance with 
God, through the merits of Christ, becomes as an 
anchor to the soul sure and steadfast. And when the 
deyout worshipper has spread his necessities before the 
mercy seat, he finds a tranquil joy in the consideration 
that God is able to relieve all his wants; and that God 
will bestow on him whatever it is best he should pos- 
sess; there too the ascriplions of dominion and power and 
glory, give him a delight which he cannot describe. 
The truly pious reader will better understand the pature 
and the measure of this enjoyment in prayer, from re- 
curring to his own experience, when in favored seasons 
he had sweet communion with God, than from any de- 
scription which can be given. And to those who have 
never felt those pleasures, it is impossible for language 
to convey to them an adequate idea of the pleasures of 
devout prayer. 

And now, reader, the fourfold series of motives invite 
and urge you to ALL PRAYER, to constancy and persever- 
ance in a devout performance of all the kinds of prayer 
recommended in scripture, and which in former essays 
we have considered. All prayer is your indispensable 
duty. You do violence to your constitutional circum- 
stances, when you live without feeling and acknowledg- 
ing your dependence on God. You treat him with the 
basest ingratitude when you refuse to contemplate his 
mercies with thankfulness. You manifest impenitence 
and obduracy of heart when you refuse to confess your 
sins to God. Without prayer you betray ignorance of 
your own spiritual wants, and a want of feeling for the 
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conversation which attaches so much value to the com. 
pany of those whose minds are more mature, and whose 
knowledge of the world is more extensive. Here is the 
grand reason, undoubtedly, why there are so many triflers 
in the world. ‘There are no seasons of reilection, to 
fit the mind to enter society, and derive those benefits 
it is so abundantly able to confer. There is a growin 
taste for company: company must be had; but the 
young man is entirely unfurnished with those various 
stores of knowledge necessary to render his company 
acceptable to men of information and discernment, 
Hence, he is thrown into a lower class, and thus effec. 
tually cut off from one of the best sources of improve- 
ment: and learns to trifle with triflers. 

Here is the fruitful source of those evils so frequent! 
eomplained of as springing from society. But the great 
fault is in the individual. in not taking proper pains in 
his first setting out in life. There are classes of men 
we very well know, whose very atmosphere is poison- 
ous. Not sufficiently aware of this in the earlier part 
of life, and too often carried headlong by our pas- 
sions, we run heediessly inte the group, and, in the ar- 
dor of our feelings, embrace the first we meet: but too 
freyuently find, that we have pressed a viper to our 
bosom, to sting us at last 

We see, then, at once, that there are some grand re- 
quisites necessary, in order to gain admission to those 
circles where we can expect to derive any lasting 
pleasure and improvement. But, happily, these requi- 
sites are within the reach of all Every man whose 
company is worth possessing, will be able to discern 
whether we are eratified with rational conversation: 
and certainly, we have ability to cultivate sucha relish. 

In company, it is as much our business to talk and 
hear, as it is, at the proper hour, to attend the concerns 
of the counting-room, the shop, orthe study. If weare 
not ready to do our part, to enliven the conversation 
and render it instructive, we are not only treating the 
company radely, but depriving ourselves of a great 
deal of information and pleasure, which they are able 
to impart ; and which they would, with pleasure, impart, 
were there proper attention and excitement. 
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The mixed circle affords an excellent opportunity to 
acquire a knowledge of the different customs and habits 
of mankind, as well as their peculiar modes of thinking. 
There are many prejudices imbibed in early life, which 
nothing but an extensive acquaintance with men and 
manners can remove. In this manner, we may trace 
out the peculiar excellences and defects of our own na- 
tional character, or of the circle in which we move; 
and be able to satisfy ourselves, better than we other- 
wise could, what are real excellences and defects, and 
what are only apparent, and arise from local situation 


er external circumstances. 
Ss 





[For the Monitor.] 


RELIGION OF CONVENIENCE. 


‘Tere is a large class of mankind, who are frequent- 
ly promising themselves that they will enter into the 
great business of religion, when it shall better suit 
their convenience At present they are busily engaged 
in the prosecution of a particular object; after the at- 
tainment of which, they promise themselves more leis- 
ure. The present period of life appears to them, 
perhaps, not the best suited for seriousness; and they 
choose to defer ail attention to their eternal interests, 
tilla more convenient season. So did Felix; and so 
have thousands done, and never found that convenient 
season, which they flattered themselves, was just before 
them. ** Procrastination is the thief of time :” and, if re- 
livion is infinitely important, as most men are ready to 
acknowledge, then, most assuredly, it demands immedi- 
ate attention, and has a claim on our earliest and best . 
aifections. In deferring an immediate compliance with 
the terms of the gospel, we not only lose a large portion 
of enjoyment which we might secure, but run uncom- 
mon hazard; for we are assured, in the word of God, 
that without holiness no man can see the Lord: and we 
are conscious, that, while exclusively devoted to the 
26 
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objects of this world, we have no such principle in ex. 
ercise. But this is not all: it is the height of ingratj- 
tude. Has Christ done so much to save us from ruip 
and shall we refuse to accept those precious blessings 
which he has so dearly purchased? But suppose our 
imagination picture out some future scene, which we 
think will be favourable to the cultivation of piety, and 
we are actually brought to realize those very circum. 
stances; and enter as we fondly imagine, on this im- 
portant business, Whatcan we expect of such religion, 
but that it will be mere matter of convenience ? Piety, 
that springs from the occasion, can exert little control- 
ling influence over the heart and life. It will, neces- 
sarily, be like ** the morning cloud and the early dew ;” 
will pass away with the occasion that gave it rise. 

Iknow ofa youth who entered into life with flattering 
prospects, in regard to the general seriousness of his 
character. There was about that time, a revival of 
religion where he lived, and many considered young 
Henry a sharer in the work. Some of his associates, 
particularly those whose company he most highly prized, 
became pious; and, of course, it suited his convenience 
and promoted his happiness to engage, in a certain de- 
eree, in the duties of religion. A change in his place 
of residence, however, soon convinced his pious friends, 
that his religicn was of that kind which passes off with 
the occasion. He was now thrown into circles, com- 
posed of those who made no pretensions to seriousnes’, 
but possessed many of those amiable qnalities which 
characterized the society in which he had previously 
mingled, and which had so powerfully won his ailections. 
A few years of security passed away, when some of the 
companions with whom he then associated, embraced 
the truth, in the love of it. He prized their society 
too highly to quit it; nor could he well keep up that 
cordial entercourse, which had previously subsisted 
without manifesting some interest in those subjects 
which so delightfully occupied the attention of his 
friends: so he did; and in future life, when his con- 
nexions, or his success in business, seemed to require 
the aid of religion, he was ever ready to call it In— 
such as it was: rotten, indeed, at the core. 
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Sych is the religion of convenience, and such are 
some of its effects. It lulls the mind into a fatal secu- 
rity and conceais from its view, the real nature of our 
holy religion. But what else can be expected of piety 
like this, but that it will vary with circumstances? 
Genuine piety takes a deep hold on the affections, and 
exerts a controlling influence over the whole character. 
Hence, it remains the same efficient principle, through 
all the varying scenes of life. It may not, indeed, and 
does not, as usually, exert an equal influence at all 
times ; but it is an undying flame enkindled by the spirit 
et God. 

X, 


{For the Monitor.] 


GOODNESS IS BEAUTY. 


“* The countenance will generally be agreeable in proportion 
to the goodness of the heart.” 


Tue great Creator seems to delight in variety in his 
works. From the highest to the lowest of the intelli- 
gent creation, as far as comes within our knowledge, 
this variety prevails. Nor is it less to be observed in 
the mere animal and inanimate world. Considering the 
vast multitude of mankind that live in a single age, and 
especially all that will have lived from the beginning 
to the end of time, cone would hardly suppose that vari- 
ety could so far exist that each could be distinguished 
by pecularities of countenance and ‘features. But it is 
believed to be a fact. Variety in countenance and fea- 
tures seems to be almost infinite. Not, perhaps, so 
much soin the mere mechanical form of the features 
asin the cast of countenance: for we sometimes find 
persons of great similarity of features, yet on near scru- 
tiny, there wili always be found some distinguishing 
mark :—still the most striking variety and distinguishing 
peculiarity is in the cast of countenance; or the effect 
of the soul’s looking out through the eyes and producing 
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the expression. In this there is an endless variety, 
which probably will exist forever: and in this way be. 
lievers may be distinguisded from each other in heaven 
as they are now on the earth. 

In this endiess variety in our species, it were to he 
expected as existing in fact, that some are more beauti- 
ful than others. Symmetry of proportion, regularity of 
features, fair complexion, and a pleasing cast of coun- 
tenance, comprise what is called beauty. I know, in- 
deed, that different nations, and different individuals 
have varieus ideas of beauty. Much is the result of 
education and of taste which varies in different com- 
munities. But aside from the result of cultivation, | 
believe there is something in the mind which pronoun- 
cessymmetry, regularity, and benevolence in the appear- 
ance of our species, beautiful. 

At least, the proportion of the various parts to each 
other, and the adaptation of them all to their different 
ends, together with the appearance in the countenance 
of a mild disposition, seems to comprise what would na- 
turally be called beauty. But though this may be called 
beauty, it isnot exactly the same which the world onall 
occasions Calls so. 

Yet it is not the mere form, and features, and com- 
plexion that are of so much consequence as many seem 
to suppose—it is the disposition of the mind which 
beams upon the countenance—or the soul looking out 
of its windows—displaying benevolence or goodness of 
heart. Here is the grand secret of being beautiful and 
appeaving beautiful—it is being good and appearing good. 

How often in public assemblies, has my eye caught 
the self-devotee, who having paid homage to the fair 
image that her glass reflected, and having embellished, 
or rather deformed her native loveliness with all the 
trappings of fashionable dress and ornament; and sallied 
forth to excite and extort the admiration of others; 
and who seemed carctess of every thing but to roli the 
eye, and attract public attention :—how often, with dis- 
gust, have I turned from such an object, to contemplate 
the fair child of nature, whose modest, pious, and wi 
tiring loveliness, was such as angels would delight to 
witness ! 
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{ close this essay with saying, though it is not in the 
power of every one to be what the world calls handsome 
—it is in the power of every one to be what is equal, 
if not better—comely or pleasing. Every person that 
is good, and does good, will appear good, and conse- 
quently, pleasing. The most vile pay homage to virtue. 
And the female who believes even bad men regard her 
more for her want of moral or religious principles is 
exceedingly mistaken. A man esteems virtue in fe- 
males, though himself may be vicious. If any one would 
be really beautiful and pleasing, let her be really good. 
If she would be really good, let her be really pious. 
Real goodness is devotion of heart and life to God, and 
the fruits of it are good works. 

All the defects of nature may be made up, and more 
than supplied, by the cultivation of that spirit, which, 
in the sight of God, is of great price. This will form 
the soul to virtue and glory—ensure the resurrection of 
the body—and introduce them united into the kingdom 
of heaven, where they will shine like the stars forever 
and ever. 

PERDUE. 


[For the Menitor.] 


ON THE DEATH OF A YOUNGER SISTER. 


4 Leiter from one young Lady to another—-With the 
Reply. 


Yes, it was our sister—our dear little Jane. It was 
not a sudden stroke of death which tore her from us— 
{wo long weeks in which we did not realize the succes- 
sion of day and night, our house was filled with anxiety, 
which often rose to anguish. | 

A delirinm darkened almost the whole of this period; 
and there was no opportunity of mentioning to her our 
fears, and our anxious desires for her union to the 
Lord Jesus. But our agonized feelings freely vented 
26* 
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themselves at the feet of Him who took our infirmities 
and bore our sicknesses. We plead the merits of his blood 
and with many tears prayed that, through its efficacy, 
her sins might be blotted out, and her departing spirit 
admitted to his arms. We thought of the covenant 
and, while our countless violations of its conditions ia: 
rayed themselves before us, we still hoped in the grace 
that proposed it. 

Oh, my sister, nothing beside this could have sup- 
ported us; for in the circumstance of her illness there 
was almost every thing to torture the heart of love. 
Her delicate spirit looked forth from amidst its ruins, 
with an air of wildness that often bespoke estrangement 
from us, while constant agony was subverting the foun- 
dations of a constitution naturally weak and feeble. We 
felt too that her spirit was about to leave us with a 
thousand marks of our unfaithfulness. And, Oh! we 
greatly feared that this unfaithfulness might prejudice 
iis eternal interests. Ah, my sister! you can easier 
conceive than I express the agonized emotions of my 
heart. But | have quietly submitted her to the Judge 
of all the earth. 

New-year’s morn she anticipated all the family in 
the “ happy new-year,” with her usuai pleasantry, and 
in just two weeks we had to see her die. We com- 
mitted her to the Saviour of sinners ; for notwithstand- 
ing her comparatively harmless life, and early death, 
we know that He alone could save her from the deserts 
of sin. During the few hours in which we knew her 
to be dying, we prayed almost incessantly by her bed- 
side—and the many pious friends who were present, 
knelt with us around her dying bed, but a few moments 
before she expired, and, in weeping and silence, com- 
mitted her to God—resigned her spirit as it was de- 
parting, to him who gave her to us. 

In all our afflictions, I believe, we felt that we have 
a Father in Heaven, for many drops of mercy were 
mingled in our cup of afiliction,—and yet, how do the 
affections in which we delight to live, bring to us me 
mentoes of our fallen, death-devoted state! Can @ be 
that we shall live only to eternize the miseries of the minds 
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we love, and fain would bless ? This dispensation, I be- 
lieve, has been biessed to me. It has led me to culti- 
vate a greater spirituality of feeling, io cherish the 
spirit of the gospel, and to resolve to lead alife of more 
exemplary piety. 5S. L*¥** 


Lhe Reply will be in our next No. 





POETRY. 


[For the Monitor.] 
Written for the first page of a Young Lady's 
Common-Place Book. 


May this Book, while it claims as it due, 
In the circle of friendship to rove, 

As a register faithful and true 

The memorials of friendship receive ; 


Nor the flatterer’s pen ever know, 
But sincerity ever approve, 

And a register faithful and true 

The memorials of friendship receive. 


May it serve to alleviate woe, 

And, collecting fresh tokens of love, 
As a register faithful and true 

The memorials of friendship receive, — 


Let it raise the emotions of joy, 

And a source of delight let it prove, 
And a register faithful and true 

The memorials of friendship receive. 


Go! and borrow thy lustre and hue 
From the radiance, that prety gives; 
Go, Register, faithful and true 

‘The memorials of friendship receive. 


Este ds 





308 Account of an Earthquake in Chili. [Sept. 


ACCOUNT OF AN EARTHQUAKE IN CHILI, 
An Extract. 


On the fourth of November, 1822, the town of Co. 
piapo, in S. Lat. 27° 10, was visited by a severe shock, 
which damaged many houses; this was followed, 
the next day, by a much more violent earthquake, 
which nearly destroyed the town, and did considerable 
injury to the town of Coquimbo, in S. Lat. 29° 50’. 

The great earthquake on the night of the 19th of 
November, 1822, was felt over the whole surface of the 
country, from the mountains to the sea, and from one 
extremity to the other. Its force seems to have dimin- 
ished in a pretty exact proportion to its distance from 
Valparaiso. 

Its effects are thus described by an Englishman, re- 
siding at Concon, near the mouth of the river named in 
tlie maps “Rio Quillota.”” Concon is about fifteen 
miles N. N. E. of Valparaiso, as the crow flies. 

“ At half past ten, on the night of the 19th of No- 
vember, I felt the first oscillation. I was writing 
at the time ; starting from my chair, I paused for an 
instant, expecting the shock would subside, as others 
had done ; but the falling of glasses from the sideboard, 
the cracking of the timbers, and the rattling of the tiles 
from the roof, fully apprized the whole family of their 
danger, and all ran out of the house. The house was 
violently agitated, and was falling to pieces; but freed 
from the apprehension of being buried in the ruins, my 
attention was forcibly drawn to the phenomena, which 
l endeavoured to observe as accurately as possible. 
Scarcely, however, was this resolution taken, and before 
the first shock had entirely subsided, a second and much 
more violent one succeeded; this was accompanied 
by noise, which appeared to be deep seated in the 
earth, perpendicularly to the spot on which we stood. 
The duration of this shock was about two minutes ; it 
was succeeded by a_ third, also accompanied by noise, 
less loud than that which accompanied the preceding 
shock. The shock was less violent than either of the 
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two former shocks, and of less duration. ‘These shocks 
occupied about five minutes of time. Shocks at inter- 
vals, of four or five minutes, continued for nearly an 
hour, after which they become less frequent during the 
remainder of the night, and of very different intensi- 
ties, some being rather severe, and others hardly per- 
ceptible. ‘The three principal shocks may be said to 
constitute the earthquake. 

“At the commencement of the earthquake, the at- 
mosphere was, as is usual at this time of the year in 
this country, quite free from clouds, the moon and stars 
suone with splendour; there was no atmospheric indi- 
cation of change of any sort, either before or after the 
earthquake. Some persons say they saw an unusual 
jight in the horizon to the southward, but I, who was 
expecting some change, and was prepared to observe 
any that might have occurred, saw none whatever. 

“ During the earthquake the ground rose and fell 
with great violence, and with almost inconceivable 
rapidity. There was certainly no undulatory motion, 
though many unobserving and unreflecting persons sup- 
pose this to have been the case. I had a strong suspi- 
cion at the time, since confirmed by observation of its 
effects, that there was a powerful horizontal motion, 
but as I could not perceive it as coming from any par- 
ticular point, I concluded at the time that | was mis- 
taken. The circumstances which make me now con- 
clude there was a horizontal motion, are observations I 
have since made in many places, in which walls, and 
even houses, have been partially twisted round, and 
from the fissures round the roots of the largest trees. 
At Quintero, ten miles to the northward of Concon, are 
several large palmtrees; three of these standing so as 
to form an equilateral triangle, lashed one another like 
willow rods, and beat or shook off many of their 
branches. he motion of these trees seems to have 
been horizontal and circular, since each of them clear- 
ed a space in the ground round its stem, several inches 
wide, and this was the case also with other large trees 
in different places. 

“ The sensation we experienced during the earth- 
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quake, was probably the same we should have felt had 
we been conscious that a mine had been sprung beneath 
us, and was about to blow us all into the air. 

‘ On examination next morning, at daylight, I found 
the earth full of fissures, some of them very small, while 
others were from two to three feet wide. In many pla- 
ces sand had been forced up, and had formed smell hil- 
locks. In the most recently formed alluvial soil near 
the river, water and sand had been forced up together, 
there being many large truncated cones of clean washed 
sand, each of which had a hollow in the centre, like the 
crater of a volcano. The same phenomenon was ob- 
served in several places; in other places, large quanti- 
ties of soft mud had been forced up, and spread itself 
over the surface of the land.” 


IMPORTANCE OF THE SCRIPTURES. 
An Extract. 


Having our minds filled with these thoughts of the 
primeval divinity of revealed Wisdom when she dwelt 
in the bosom of God, and was of his eternal self a_ part, 
long before he prepared the heavens or set a compass 
upon the face of the deep; revolving also how by the 
space of four thousand years every faculty of mute Na- 
ture did solemn obeisance to this daughter of the divine 
mind, whenever he pleased to commission her forth to 
the help of mo.tals; and further meditating upon the 
delights which she had of old with the sons of men, the 
height of heavenly temper to which she raised them, 
and the offspring of magnanimous deeds which these 
two-——the wisdom of God, and the soul of man—did en- 
gender between themselves—meditating, I say, upon 
these mighty topics, our soul is smitten with grief and 
shame to remark how, in this latter day, she hath fallen 
from her high estate; and fallen along with her the 
great and noble character of men. Or if there be still 
a few names, as of the Missionary Maatyy, to emulate 
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the saints of old—how to the commonalty of Christians 
her oracles have fallen into a household commonness, 
and her visits into a cheap familiarity; while by the 
multitude she is mistaken for a minister of terror sent 
to oppress poor mortals with moping melancholy, and 
inflict a wound upon the happiness of human kind! 

lor there is now no express stirring up of faculties 
to meditate her high and heavenly strains—there is no 
formal sequestration of the mind from all other concerns 
on purpose for her special entertainment—there is no 
pause of solemn seeking and solemn waiting for a spiri- 
tual frame, before entering and listening to the voice of 
the Almighty’s wisdom. Who feels the sublime digni- 
ty there is in a saying fresh descended from the porch 
ofheaven? Who feels the awful weight there is in the 
least iota that hath dropped from the lips of God? Who 
feels the thrilling fear or trembling hope there is in 
words whereon the eternal destinies of himself do hang ? 
Who feels the swelling tide of gratitude within his 
breast, for redemption and salvation coming, instead 
of flat despair and everiasting retribution? Finally, 
who, in perusing the word of God, is captivated through 
all bis faculties, and transported through all his emotions, 
and through all his energies of action wound up? Why, 
losay the best, it is done as other duties are wont to 
be done : and, having reached the rank of a daily, for- 
mal duty, the perasal of the Werd bath reached its 
noblest piace. Yea, that which is the guide and spur 
of all duty, the necessary aliament of Christian life, the 
first and the last of Christian knowledge and Christian 
feeling, hath, to speak the best, degenerated in these 
days to stand rank and file among these duties whereof 
itis parent, preserver, and commander. And, to speak 
not the best but the fair and common truth, this book, 
the offspring of the divine mind, and the perfection of 
heavy. nly wisdom, is permitted to lie from day to day, 
perhaps from week to week, unheeded and unperused ; 
never welcome to our happy, healthy, and energetic 
moods; admitted, if admitted at all, in seasons of sick- 
hess, feeblemindedness, and disabling sorrow. Yea, that 
Which was sent to be a spirit of ceaseless Joy and hope, 
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within the heart of man, is treated as the enemy of hap. 
piness, and the murderer of enjoyment; and eyed ask. 
ance, as the remembrancer of death and the very mes. 
senger of hell! 

Oh! if books had but tongues to speak their Wrongs, 
then might this book well exclaim—Hear, O heayens! 
and give ear, O earth! J came from the love and em. 
brace of God, and mute Nature, to whom [ brought no 
boon, did me rightful homage. ‘T’o man I came, and my 
words were to the children of men. I disciosed to you 
the mysteries of hereafter, and the secrets of the throne 
of God. I set open to you the gates of salvation, and 
the way of eternal life, hitherto unknown. Nothing in 
heaven did | withhoid from your hope and ambiticn; 
and upon your earthly loi I poured the full horn of di- 
vine providence an] consolation. But ye requited me 
with no welcome, ye held no festivity on my arrival: 
ye sequester me from happiness and heroism, closeting 
me with sickness and infirmity; ye make not of me, 
nor use me for your guide to wisdom and prudence, but 
press me into a place in your last of duties, and with- 
draw me to a mere corner of your time; and most of ye 
set me at nought and utterly disregard me. I came, the 
fulness of the knowledge of God; angels delighted in 
my company, and desired to dive into my secrets. But 
ye, mortals, place masters over me, subjecting me to 
the discipline aad dogmatism of men, and tutoring me 
in your schools of learning. I came, not to be silent in 
your dwellings, but to speak welfare to you and to your 
children. I came to rule, and my throne to set up In 
the hearts of men. Mine ancient residence was the 
bosom of God; no residence will I have but the soul ot 
an immortal; and if you had entertained me, I should have 
possessed you of the peace which I had with God, 
‘“ when [ was with him and was daily his delight, re- 
joicing always before him. Because I have called and 
you refused, I have stretched out my hand and no man 
regarded; but ye have set at nought all my counsel, 
and would none of my reproof; [ also will laugh at your 
calamity and mock when your fear cometh: when yout 
fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh 
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as a whirlwind, when distress and anguish cometh upon 
you. Then shall they call upon me but ft will not an- 
swer, they shall seek me early but they shall not find 


me.”’ 


From this cheap estimation and wanton neglect of 
God’s counsel, and from the terror of this curse conse- 
quent thereon, we have resolved, in the strength of 
God, to do our endeavour to deliver this congregation 
of his intelligent and worshipping people—an endeavour 
which we make with a full perception of the difficulties 
to be overcome on every side, within no less than with- 
out the sacred pale; and upon which we enter with the 
utmost diffidence of our powers, yet with the full pur- 
pose of straining them to the utmost, according to the 
measure with which it hath pleased God to endow our 
mind. And do thou, O Lord, from whom cometh the 
perception of truth, vouchsafe to thy servant an unction 
from thine own Spirit who searcheth all things, yea the 
deep things of God—and vouchsafe to thy people “ the 
hearing ear and the understanding hear:, that they may 
hear and understand, and their souls may live!” 





[For the Monitor.] 


CHRISTIANS ALMOST. 
Continued from page 265. 

But he is destined to furnish more ample proof, that 
all his former religion was spurious. After the lapse 
of a few years, he is again confined to the sick cham- 
ber, with the slenderest hold on life possible. No joy 
lights up his countenance now; the writhings of des- 
pair are depicted in every lineament. He is forced to 
confess, that he is not almost a christian, but almost a 
demon; and with a mind tortured even to agony he 
dies. I will not venture to describe the intensity of 
suffering which preys upon his departed spirit, ere the 
forsaken clay is quite cold with the chills of death. It 
is enough to know, that he once was almost persuaded 
to be a christian, but never was wholly determined to 
be so; and that he died, not with a hope full of immor- 
27 
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tality, but with a mind bereft of all its hopes, and 
crowded with images, borrowed from the world of des. 
pair. Every time the mourning groupe look upon his 
coffin, they read this inscription: * Beware, lest you 
too, be only almost persuaded to be christians ») ond 
there circulates through the funeral procession, at 
least the secret thought, how dreadful it must be, to die 
with a preparation for heaven not quite complete, 
The opening grave gives lectures to all its living visit. 
ants, upon the remediless condition of the man, who 
dies with a singte offence unpardoned. Could we ana- 
lyze the feelings those, who are retiring from the 
field of graves, we might find hundreds of resolutions 
to be christians almost formed. Could we read, what 
passes in the mind of each spectator, when separated 
from the throng, and pursuing alone his homeward 
way; we might find many in silent supplication, who 
had not thought of sin, nor death, for weeks in succes- 
sion till now. But is it possible that the tender impres- 
sions, created by a scene so solemn, will not be perma- 
nent? Can it be, that the last words of the dying sin- 
ner, so terrific and overwhelming, will ever be forgot- 
ten? Atleast, while the habiliments of mourning beto- 
ken his departure, will a single day pass, and the 
thought of death not find a lodgement in the mind? It 
is possible ; and the fact proves beyond controversy, 
that few only are entire christians., though hundreds 
in every place, are ‘almost persuaded to be chris- 
fians.”” Another season in which many are ‘almost 
persuaded to be christians,” is during a revival of reli- 
gion. When the thoughtless sinner makes a solemn 
pause, and yields himself up to the impressions of God 
and eternity--when those, who have been his associ- 
ates for years, perceive the chasm that is made in their 
"number by his absence ; the awakened sinner then be- 
comes the topic of conversation throughout the village. 
A second report tells, that the man of sorrow has be- 
come the joyful citizen of Zion, and speaks the lan 
guage of the redeemed, Some, it may be, have a dia- 
bolical hardihood enough to sport with the agony; 
which his conviction produced, and call his present 
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feeling fanaticism ; but in the silence of retirement, 
when time and eternity are compared, there are nota 
few among the impenitent, who will envy the man, 
who has recently become a christian. A few weeks 
pass by, and there is a movement of the spirit of God up- 
on the hearts of hundreds. Some from almost every fam- 
ily are alarmed or hopefully converted. ‘The impres- 
sion now begins to be felt, that this season of revival 
will fix the characters of many for endless ages; and 
that soon the spirit of God will take its final departure 
from the hearts of many, who now feel its convicting 
influence. ‘The place sacred to devotion is thronged 
with every variety of character, and scarcely a vacant 
mind is to be found in all the crowd; but a little while 
since, this very place was almost deserted; a few 
heaven born spirits, were all that remembered the 
hour, appointed for prayer and religious conference. 
Why is it, that multitudes resume a service, that had 
become obsolete? Why do the Gospel’s most sacred 
truths command the breathless attention of many, 
who have all their lives contemptuously rejected its 
overtures, and spurned at its authority ; There is but 
one cause, and what that is, is obvious. ‘They now are 
“almost persuaded to become christians.” ‘The aspect 
of society is changed—there is apparently a modifi- 
cation of feeling among most of the impenitent, indica- 
tive of a more pliant disposition ‘The pious citizen 
would believe, if he could, that the church will soon 
embody the community ; but ere one half year has re- 
volved, the mass of the meeting-going multitude have 
closed every avenue of their hearts against conviction ; 
and the sanctuary and the conference room are alike 
abandoned. What proof more luminous can there be, 
that this multitude were only ‘ almost persuaded to be 
christians.” 

If **the christian is the highest style of man,” and 
none but he is destined to exchange earth for heaven; 
it is folly in the extreme, to form a character, that in 
the least diverges from christian morality. That man 
would be thought devoid of reason, who in the mid 
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night hour was awaked by the outcry of his neighbor 
at the window, and the first sentence he hears informs 
him, that his house is on fire—that the flames are just 
ready to burst upon his pillow; but he replies, It js 
true | am in danger, no words can make it more eyij- 
dent; and [am “almost persuaded” to rush from the 
devouring element, ere it quite approaches and pre. 
vents ny escape; but before he summons resolution 
enough to move a single limb, the timbers and the 
burning contents of the upper apartment fall and in. 
guiph him in ruin. ‘Tell me not, that this is hyperbole. 
The best resolution of the best impenitent sinner, in 
relation to personal religion, is at such a remove from 
christian fecling, that his folly exceeds a thousand-fold, 
any description of the highest colouring; for to be 
once “almost a christian,” is to be absolutely lost for- 
ever and ever. | H. S. 


{For the Monitor. } 


ON QUENCHING THE SPIRIT, 


My children, said the old man, few will be the words 
of your dying father. I wish them to sink deep into 
your hearts, Then raising himself a little in his bed 
with a degree of strength which he had not been able 
to command for several of the last weeks of his sickness, 
he proceeded. 

When young I enjoyed religious privileges and was 
the subject of occasional serious reflection. When just 
entering my sixteenth year religious impressions were 
made on my mind with unusual force. 

I seemed to hear a voice continually saying to me 
seek religion now. I was unhappy; my former amuse- 
ments lost their relish. Still | was not willing wholly 
to relinquish them, and obey the voice which urged me 
to seek religion immediately. One day, afier much re- 
flection, I deliberately promised to God that as soon as 
the season of youthful amusement was past, | would 
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give myself to religious pursuits—My anxieties imme- 
diately left me; I returned to my amusements and the 
whole subject was soon forgotten. 

When at thirty-five, the monitory voice returned, 
reminded me of my promise, and again pressed up- 
on me the importance of eternal things.—Though I 
had not thought of my promise for years, I acknow- 
ledged its obligations, but an immediate fulfilment 
seemed more impracticable than it did nine years 
before. 

I vowed with increased solemnity, that when the 
cares of a rising family should subside | would certainly 
attend to the concerns of religion. ‘ 

Again | applied myself to worldly avocations and 
soon buried all thoughts of the admonition I had receiv- 
ed. At fifty, when you, my children, were diminishing 
instead of increasing my cares, this heavenly monitor 
returned.—*“ Fulfil your promise, seek religion now” 
was continually pressing upon my mind. I knew that 
I had made such a promise but I felt dissatistied that its 
fulfilment should be claimed so soon I regretted that 
I had not attended to the subject before when | could 
have done it with less difficulty ; but such was the ex- 
tent and pressure of my business that to do it then seem- 
ed impossible. The subject made me unhappy, and 
after much deliberation I sought relief to my troubled 
feelings by most solemnly renewing my promise to 
God.—When, I said, the pressure of business is past I 
will devote my whole attention to a preparation for 
for eternity. 

No sooner had I fixed my mind on this course than 


| my anxieties left me—the strivings of the Spirit ceased 


in my bosom, and ceased forever.—When sickness warn- 
ed me of approaching death I sought to fix my feelings 
on this subject, but it was in vain. There wasa gloom, 
and terror drawn around religion at which my soul shud- 
dered. I felt that I was forsaken of God but it did not 
move me. I had no love to God, no repentance for 
sin, nor wish to forsake it. I felt nothing but the sullen 
gloom of despair——I knew I was in the hands of a justly 
Offended God from whom I expected no mercy and could 
Q7* 
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ask none.—With these feelings | am now about to enter 
the eternal world. To you my children I can only say 
profit by my example—quench not the Spirit—seek 
F religion now if you would avoid a miserable eternity; 
put not off the concerns of your soul till”———'The sen- 
tence died upon his lips; his strength which had been 
all summoned to make this last effort suddenly failed, 
he fell back upon his bed, and with a groan that seemed 
to speak the pains of another world, the immortal spirit 
took its flight from that body which it had inhabited 
nearly fourscore years, to receive according to that 
it had done. 

This little narrative I had from a grandson of the 
old man, who stood by his dying bed. He was a minis- 
ter of the Gospel, and dated his first permanent convic- 
tion from the solemnities of that awful scene. The de- 
scendants of the old man were numerous,most of whom be- 
came hopefully pious. ‘Two, who are now preachers, and 
several others were first awakened by his dying charge. 

A few particulars in the last years of this aged sinner 
are perhaps worthy of remark. 

Three years befere his death there was a revival in 
the place where he resided, and the son with whom he 
lived was a subject of its influence. He made the most 
violent ’ pposition to his son’s religious feelings, and ne- 
ver whilst able to move about the house did he remain 
in the room during family prayers, nor till his dying 
hour was a prayer offered in his hearing at his request. 

He so studiously avoided all religious conversation, 
that, from the death of his wife, which was thirteen years 
previous, he was never known to say a word about his 
own feelings till in his dying moments he made the 
communication above given. 

Dear youth, whose eyes may glance over this brief 
narrative, did you ever feel any anxiety about eternl- 
ty ?—any of the strivings of God’s Spirit? If you did I 
pray you suffer a word of entreaty from one who de- 
sires your everlasting peace. Quench not the Spiru. 
Say not to the heavenly Messenger when | am old 
1 will hear, lest in old age you lie down in sor- 
row and despair; lest God should say of you, ‘he 3s 
joined to his idols, let him alone.” 
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It has been my privilege to witness several revivals 
of religion, chiefly among youth, and there is not one 
in which I cannot recail individuals who were awaken- 
ed, and deeply anxious, for a time, but who resisted 
God’s Spirit, and appeared at last to be hardened in in- 
iquity. Few, perhaps, attain that eminence in hardiess 
of heart to which that aged man | have mentioned ar- 
rived, but he only who searcheth the heart knoweth 
how many there are to whom, after repeated invitations 
of mercy, God says, because I have called and ye have 
refused—therefore will I laugh at your calamity, and 
mock when your fear cometh. 

Should you grieve this Holy Spirit, should you pro- 
voke him to take a final flight from your bosoms you 
would as surely lie down in eternal sorrow as if the pit 
were already closed upon you.—Seek ye the Lord then 
whilst he may be found, call ye upon him whilst he is 
near, and may the Holy Spirit enable you to seek that 
you may find salvation, that your souls may live. 

XANTHUS, 


ANECDOTE @F DR. ROGERS. 


Tue Rev. John Rogers and several of his hearers 
were once summoned to appear before Sir Richard 
Craddock, a justice of the peace, for worshipping God 
according to the dictates of their conscience. While 
they were waiting in the great hall, expecting to be 
called upon, a little girl, six or seven years of age, who 
was Sir Richard’s grand-daughter, happened to come 
into the hall: she looked at Mr. Rogers and was much 
taken up with his venerable appearance.—Being natur- 
ally fond of children, he took her upon his knee, caress- 
ed her, and gave her some sweetmeats. ‘The child 
being a particular favorite of her grandfather, had ac- 
quired so great an ascendancy over him, that he could 
deny her nothing, and possessing too violent a spirit to 

















































































320 Anecdote. (Sept. 
bear contradiction, she was indulged in every thing she 
wanted. At one time, when she had been contradicted, 
she ran a penknife into her arm, to the great danger of 
her life. This ungovernable spirit was in the present 
instance over-ruled for good. While she was sitting on 
Mr. Rogers’ knee, eating the sweetmeats, she looked 
earnestly at him, and asked, “* what are you here for, 
Sir?” He answered, “1 believe your grandfather is 
going to send me and my friends to gaol.”—Upon this 
she ran up to the chamber where Sir Richard: was, and 
knocking with her head and heels till she got in, she 
said to him, ‘* What are you going to do with my good 
old gentleman in the hall?” “ That’s nothing to you,” 
said he, ‘get about your business.” ‘* But I won’t,” said 
she: ‘he tells me that you are a going to send himand 
his friends to gaol, and if you do send them, I'll drown my- 
self in the pond as soon as they are gone : I will indeed.” 
When he saw the child thus peremptory, it shook his 
resolution, and induced him to abandon his malicious 
design. Taking the mittimus in bis hand, he went down 
into the hall, and thus addressed these good men: “1 
had here made out your mittimus to send you all to gaol, 
as you deserve ; but at my grandchild’s request I drop 
the prosecution and set you all at liberty.’ They all 
bowed and thanked his worship. But Mr. Rogers going 
to the child, laid his hand upon her head, and lifting up 
his eyesto heaven, said,—“ God bless you, my dear 
child! May the blessing of that God whose cause you 
have now pleaded, though you know him not, be upon 
you, in life, at death, and to all eternity!’ The prayer 
of the good old man was heard, and many years after 
was graciously answered in her conversion to God. __ 
An additional fact may increase the interest of this 
anecdote. A son of Dr. Rogers who was, years alter 
this, participating the politeness and hospitality of a 
pious lady, related at dinner the above incidents of his 
father, for the entertainment of the company. When 
he was through, the lady says, ‘ Are you the son of that 
Dr. Rogers ?”” He answered, yes. She replied, “1 am 
that little girl.” 











Poetry. 


[For the Monitor.] 


MONITORY. 


To p1é!—What is it?—Where to be ?— 
And there, how long? What does death mean ? 
And who must die; and when, or where; 
Who knows ?---And what to be prepared 
For death? And what to fail of this? 
‘}'o answer these, Scripture must guide. 
Does death then stop existence? No 
"Tis only change of place ;—time for 
Eternity ;—mortality for life* 
Immortal! To die, we leave this 
World for one unseen beyoad,—yes, 
Far beyond the grave.— This is death ;—— 
And from its bourn no traveller 

Returns, to tell us how he fares,— 

This leap is for eternity ! 

And where does death convey the soul 
Immortal, when it leaves the clay ? 

The Bible teils us where.—To heayen 
Or hell! Death is heaven to none but 
Pious sculs—whose hearts have felt true 
Penitence for sin ;—have been renewed 
By grace divine ;—are sanctified, 

And thus prepared for heaven. 

The sinner, death conducts not up 

To heaven, where ail is holiness : 

Sut down to hell, where all is horror! 
To die, then, is to be in heaven. 

Or hell,—is death eternal; or 

Immortal life and blessedness ! 

At death, the soul is fixed in woe, 

Or bliss ;—and there to dwell How long ? 
Here too, the Bible answers—ah !— 
Listen, while I speak the solemn 

And amazing word -forever ! 








* Future existence only is meant. 
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O death, is this thy meaning? Yes,— 

To die, is endless bliss or woe! 

And all must die, and when, or where, 
Jehovah only knows. And what 

To be prepared? ’T%isheaven! And what 
To fail? O sinner—shall | tell 

Thee? Will you hear and heed, when ’tis 
Not man that speaks; but God, from heaven, 
And in his word deciares ;—'To die 

Without a Saviour—in his blood 
Unwashed,——impenitent,—is hell !* 

Since things are so, O man, ’tis height 

Of wisdom to prepare for death ;— 

And this without delay. © entiation 





Verses by Sir Walter Raleigh, found in his Bible in the 
Gatehouse at Westminster, after his Execution. 


Even such is time which takes in trust, 
Our youth, our joys, and all we have; 
And pays us nought but age and dust, 
Wruich, in the dark and silent grave, 
When we have wandered all our ways, 
Sputs up the story of our days, 

And trom which grave, and earth, and dust, 
The Lord wili raise us up, I trust. 


An original and literal translation of part of the se- 
cond Episode of Horace, in which he describes the hap- 
py man. The Peet commences it in the same manner as 
the Sacred Poet commences the first Psalm, where he 
also describes the happy man It is translated to show 
the contrast in the two descriptions, 


Biest is the man, on some kind spot, 
His native and paternal fot 
In solitude retired. 


* Luke xvi. 23. 





824. | Poetry. 


Free, like the nations long gone by 
From opulence and luxury, 
Admiring and admired. 


The Clarion’s sound, nor boisterous seas, 
Nor elcquence disturbs his ease, 
Nor city’s pride and splendor ; 
Who prunes his young and growing vines, 
Which to tall poplar trees he joins, 
Engrafting scions tender. 


Who loves to see his fertile glades 
Yielding his cattle food and shades, 
And listen to their lowing, 
Whose vines and orchards now appear 
Crowning the labours of the year, 
Autumnal bliss bestowing. 


Expect, Priapus, at his hands, 
Sylvanus, guardian of his lands, 
Expect a tribute grateful. 
Of pears he gives you what you choose, 
Clusters ambitious of their hues, 
And every fruit delightful. 


Beneath his oaken sylvan shade, 
On flowery herbs he lays his head, 
In solemn meditation. 
Near him the crystal babbling brook, 
Above, the cawing, playful rook 
Are sleepy recreation. 


Who, when the wintery winds howl round 
And dismal snows involve the ground, 
To occupy his leisure, . 
In the deep forests with his snares, 
And hounds; the wild deer and the bears 
He makes his prey and pleasure. 


Midst scenes like these what man retains 
Effeminate blood within his veins? 
Yet in a pleasant mansion, 
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Poetry. 


His lovely wife, as wise as fair, 
And the blest offspring of her care 
Endeared by kind attention. 


























With milk made ready from the kine, 
With flowing bowls of biushing wine 

And chosen fruits to refresh him, 
With blazing fire and vestments warm, * 
Wait his returning through the storm 

To bless and to embrace him. 


Thrice happy man! nor happier he, 
Whom every river, lake, and sea 
Afford their choisest fishes : 
Whose pride, and luxury, and wealth, 
(Let Providence preserve his health,) 


Contribute to his dishes. 
L***, 





The entrance of the illustrious La Fayerre into Boston 
was accompanied with a powerful burst of public grati- 
tude. While reading the following inscription, under 
which the procession passed, we involuntarily sighed, 
*‘O that these tens of thousands of hearts were sur- § 
rendered to Gop THEIR REDEEMER.” 

WELCOME, LA FAYETTE! 
The fathers in glory shall sleep, 
That gathered with thee to the fight, 
But their sons will eternally keep 
The tablet of gratitude bright ! . 
We bow not the neck and we bend not the knee, 
But our hearts, La Fayerre, we surrender to thee! 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


P: W: X: Ullus, and two or three pieces without — 
signature, have been received. q 
Henrietta: A dialogue between H.and E., and Arian | 
have been received. 1 








